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celebrated for her piety. She brought him up in the practice of the most
eminent virtues, Above all things, she recommended to him to keep no
company but that of the most virtuous. The young man, by his talents
and virtue, gained the esteem of all, and was raised to the greatest honours
of the empire, being made consul, and afterwards secretary of state to
the Emperor Constantine and the Empress Irene, his mother. In
the midst of the court, and in its highest honours, surrounded by all
that could flatter pride or gratify sensuality, he led a life like that of a
religious man.

Leo, the Isaurian, his son, Constantine Copronymus, and his grandson,
Leo, surnamed Chazarus, three successive emperors, had established, with
all their power, the heresy of the Iconoclasts, or image-breakers, in the
East  The Empress Irene, wife to the last, was always privately a Catholic,
though an artful, ambitious woman.    Her husband dying miserably, in
780, after a five years' reign, and having left his son Constantine, but ten
years old, under her guardianship, she so managed the nobility in her
favour as to get the regency and whole government of the state into her
hands, and put a stop to the persecution of the Catholics.   Paul, Patriarch
of Constantinople, the third of that name, had been raised to that dignity
by the late emperor.   Though, contrary to the dictates of his own con-
science, he had conformed in some respects to the then reigning heresy;
he had, however, several good qualities, and was not only singularly
beloved by the people for his charity to the poor, but highly esteemed by
the empress and the whole court for his great prudence.   Finding himself
indisposed, and being touched with remorse for his condescension to the
Iconoclasts in the former reign, without communicating his design to
any one, he quitted the patriarchal see and put on a religious habit in the
Monastery of Fionas, in Constantinople.    The empress was no sooner
informed of it, but taking with her the young emperor, went to the
monastery to dissuade a person so useful to her from persisting in such a
resolution, but all in vain, for the patriarch assured them, with tears and
bitter lamentations, that, in order to repair the scandal he had given, he
had taken an unalterable resolution to end his days in that monastery, so
desired them to provide the church of Constantinople with a worthy pastor
in his room*   Being asked whom he thought equal to the charge, he im-
mediately named Tarasius, and dying soon after this declaration, Tarasius
was accordingly chosen patriarch by the unanimous consent of the court,
clergy, and people,   Tarasius finding it in vain to oppose his election,
dcdtmi, however, that he thought he could not in conscience accept of
the government of a see which had been cut off from the catholic com-
tfmmofi bat upon condition that a general council should be called to
compose the disputes which divided the church at that time in relation
to holf images.  This befog agreed to, he was solemnly declared patriarch,